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BANGKOK 1172 , CINCPAC jjk , LONDON 65I , NEW DELHI 284 , PHNOM 
PENH 93, SAIGON 353, MOSCOW l 73, OTTAWA 91 , PARIS 673 


CINCPAC FOR POLAD 


FOR HARR I MAN AND HILSMAN 


AMBASSADORS HOPSON AND AFANASSIEV THIS MORNING DELIVERED TO 
SOUVANNA MESSAGE FROM CO-CHAIRMEN. SOUVANNA, ACCORDING HOPSON 
.LOOKED DEEPLY DISTURBED, TOLD BOTH AMBASSADORS SITUATION 
PLAINE DES JARRES EXTREMELY GRAVE AND HE SPOKE WITH HEAT OF 
.PERFIDY OF NLHX WHO HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING A DELIBERATE POLICY 
DRIVING NEUTRALISTS OUT OF THEIR POSITIONS XI ENG KHOUANG 
PROVINCE. SOUVANNA ADDED THAT IT IS BY NO MEANS ONLY A 
•QUESTION OF DISSIDENT NEUTRALISTS BUT CLEAR PL ACTION, 

WITH VIET Ml NH CADRES WITH PL FORCES. 

’ SOUVANNA THEN REFERRED TO FACT SINGKAPO FAILED TO MEET WITH 
EITHER KONG LE OR ICC ON SATURDAY AND SAID THIS UNDOUBTEDLY 
"BECAUSE HE WAS DOING THE PLANNING NECESSARY FOR THE ATTACK 
WHICH WAS LAUNCHED THEREAFTER. XI ENG KHOUANG, ACCORDING TO 
SOUVANNA, HAS BEEN LOST OF* KONG LE AND 4o OF HIS MEN HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN PRISONERS. SINCE YESTERDAY THERE HAS BEEN A 
GENERAL ATTACK UNDERWAY ON KONG LE POSITIONS (SOUVANNA REFERRED 
TO IT * 6 THREE-PRONGED ALTHOUGH DETAILS NOT NOW AVAILABLE TO ME), 
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-2- t40l, APRIL 8, NOON, FROM VIENTIANE 

FINALLY SOUVANNA SAID SINCE YESTERDAY EVENING HE HAS HAD 
NO (REPEAT NO) MESSAGES FROM KONG LE, BUT HE ALSO ADDED HE 
HAS HAD SOME CONFIRMING INFORMATION COMING FROM GENERAL PHOUMI 
WHO HAS HAD REPORTS FROM OBSERVERS IN SURROUNDING HILLS, 

SOUVANNA ASKED BOTH CO-CHAIRMEN TO INTERVENE IMMEDIATELY 
WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND ALSO WITH NLHX TO STOP THEIR 
AGGRESSIVE ACTION (IN LATTER CASE PRESUMABLY HE MEANT AM- 
BASSADORS HERE). SAID HE WOULD BE SHORTLY SEEING ICC CHAIRMEN 
TO REQUEST THAT THERE BE ESTABLISHED A PERMANENT ICC BASE PDJ. 
SOUVANNA ADDED PARENTHETICALLY SOUPHANOUVONG WON»T HAVE THIS 
BUT, IN EFFECT, "TO HELL WITH HIM; IT*S MY ZONE". 

AFANASSIEV, ACCORDING TO HOPSON, EVERY BIT AS DISTURBED 
AND IMPRESSED AS WAS HE HIMSELF WITH WHAT SOUVANNA HAD TO 
TELL THEM AND BOTH AGREED TO REPORT IMMEDIATELY TO THEIR GOVTS 
AND ALSO TO SEE -SOUPHANOUVONG , EACH SEPARATELY. I WILL BE IN 
TOUCH WITH HOPSON AS SOON AS HE HAS SEEN LATTER AT NOON 
TODAY. AMBASSADORS BOTH ADVISED SOUVANNA PHOUMA HE SHOULD 
ALSO SEE NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR IMMEDIATELY. 

COMMENT : IT WOULD SEEM SOUVANNA PHOUMA HAS AT LAST SEEN 
THE LIGHT. 
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NOTE: RELAYED TO WHITE HOUSE, 4 / 8/63 


*As received; verification to follow. 
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